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DECLARATION 

OF  HIS 

HIGHNES 

By  the  advice  of 

His  Council, 

Shewing  theReafons  of  their  pro- 
ceedings for  fecuring  the  Peice  of  the 

Gommon-\vealth,uponoccafionofthe  late 
Infurre&ion  and  Rebellion. 

A Fter  it  had  pleafed  God  to  give  fo  clear 
a  decifion  ot  thofe  Cootefts,  which  the 
well-affe&ed  People  of  this  Nation  for 
many  years  together  had  with  the  late 
King ,  and  his  Party,  and  thofe  who  after  him 
efpoufed  that  Intereft5  and  engaged  upon  the 

fame 


It 


famebottome,  That  the  Adverfaries  were  whol- 
ly vanquiflit  ,  and  both  their  Perfons,and  Eftates 
through  <iihe  gracious  <fcfpenfations  of  G6d  fobje- 
&£d  to  th*  powerot  dhoie  whpm  they  had'd^gtr- 
ed'to  enlkve  ,  and  .ruine ,  It  was  *  hoped,  chit 
that  vilibie  hand  of  God,  Hvhich  appeared  againft 
them  in  the  War  upon  all  occafions ,  would 
have  had  iukable  impr£ffions5  and  been  fufficient 
tpcpiuimoz  thpii  of  thp^rropr  of^thek  w^^wy 
^^ged)tlf en^to  fiefer^J ,  Jfcith  ^oferpriftc^l4 
of  ncentioufnefs  and  prophanenefs ,  which  the 
Heads,  and  Leaders  of  that  party  had  long,  en- 
deavj^reOo  d^udi  tie  Natlpn  i dthL-Jid  fo 
obl%ed  thdbi  nbrt  eneiy  A  li4^ea<iabiyAider 
that  power  which  they  were  fo  eminently  by  the 
Providence  of  God  brought  under,  but  laying  a- 
fide  the  remembrance  of- former  diifereaces ,  to 
endeavou|  j^jfejij  f^ral  ^pa^^jnj^  carry- 
ing on,  Sna  maintaining  ttte  Peace,  and  good  of 
the  whole,  efpecially  if  they  (houldfee  an  end  of 
their  troubles ,  and  themfelves  put  into  fuch  a 
condition,  that  they  might  notbelyabletofu- 
turoi«eveage-for  what  was  part,  but  might  be 
free  both  in  their  eftates  and  perfons  equally  with 
other  men.  And  therefore  as  it  was  moft  evi- 
dentyafwel  by  their  being  admitted  at  firft  to  im- 
pound for  their  eftates,  as  alio  in  the  teaiAsiof 
theinCompofuioa  (which  were  fo  eafte  a||cl  mo- 
derate to  i&he  generality,  as  that  it  led  them  to  a 
better  condition  of  fupport  than  generally  befell 
die  Parliaments  party,  corifidering  their  many, 

and 
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and  large  payments  to  maintain  a.  long,  and  ex- 
pertceful  War  )  Thar  the  Original  Intention  of 
thoft  who  had  then  the  Conduct  Ailairs,  was 
not  to  extirpate  theie  men ,  .wit)[v;dejigftt:s.  o£ 
pofTefling  their  Eftatesand  Fortunes,' l>ut  at  firft 
onely  to  defend  their  Liberties,  and  alter  to  de- 
prive them  of  thofe  Arms  wherewith  they  defign- 
ed  to  enflavethemiclves,  and  the  whole  Nation, 
leaving  them  in  that  condition  after  they  were 
overcome  -  as  they  might  live  in  their  former1 
qualities,  enjoying  their  Eftates,  and  equal  Pro- 
tection with  thofe  whom  they  had  endeavoured 
todeffroy  V    ( A  proceeding  very  extraordinary, 
ff  compared  with  that  wluch  other  Nations  in 
all  Ages  have  endured  after  a  like  difappoint- 
ment  by  Civill  War  ,  who  have  held  it  for  a 
principle;  that  fettlcment  after  fuch  Commoti- 
ons is  obtained  and  cpnierved  by  a  total  difa- 
bling.  the  very  inclinations  of  thofe  in  times  of 
Peace   whofe  adions  have  been  dangerous  in 
.  n     War-,    And  in  this  Nation  informer  Ages^lofs 
of  life,  and  Confifcation,  having  been  very  u- 
fually  the  Confequtncesin  the like  Cafes)  We 
fay,  as  the  clear  Intentions,  of  the  Parliaments 
party  were  difcovered,  andmanifeft  in  their  firft 
proceedings  with  their  Enemies  ,    To  wit,  that 
they  defigned  not  their  ruine,  but  rdprmatipJH 
-  St)  after  the  battel  of  Wercefier  ,  upon,  .that 
morable  day  of  the  third  of  Scpembtr^  .when  the 
hopes  of  the  Enemy  Teemed  to  be  wholly  broken, 
having  neither  Forces  in  AeFi^d?  nor  Garrii^ 
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left  in  EtgUnd  5   And  ScttUndjstiicki  until  then, 
might  be  fome  ground  of  Confidence  to  tbem, 
and  or  danger  to  Us ,  fg  far  fubdued  ,  that 
ao  coafiderable  Enemy  was  left  there ,  which 
alio  was  the  condition  of  InUnd^  wben  all 
things  were  reduced  into  that  ftate,  and  conditi- 
on, that  as  theie  men  could  in  reafon  have  but 
fmall,  or  no  hopes  of  any  change  of  affairs,  or 
new  opportunities  to  aflert  their  old  caufe  -7  So 
had  We  through  the  continued  Affiftance ,  and 
Pretence  of  God,  no  ground  to  fear  any  new 
attempts  from  them,  that  might  oblige  Us  to 
any  bafe,  and  urrvvorthy  Compliance  with  them; 
Ail  endeavours  were  ufed  on  this  fide  to  lay 
foundations  of  compofing  th§  fpirits,  and  uni- 
ting a  broken  anc  divided  People,  through  a  ten 
years  War:    There  was  not  oncly  a  pan&ual 
performance  of  Articles  of  War,  the  like  where- 
of no  Hiftory  can  parallel    (  A  Court  being 
purpofely  erefted  to  do  them  Juftice  in  thai 
particular ,  and  the  power  thereof  entrusted  in 
Inch  hands ,who(as  was  intended  in  their  choice,) 
did  execute  it  effe&ually  on  their  behalf)  but 
an  Aft  of  Grace,  and  Oblivion,  was  granted  to 
them  •    Which  favour  as  they  could  not  have 
any  pretentions  to  claim,  or  indeed  exped ,  So 
neither  could  the  Makers  thereof  have  any  o- 
ther  Motives  ,  or  Arguments  to  induce  them 
thereunto,  but  fuch  as  muft  proceed  from  the 
defires  they  had  to  heal,  and  cement,  and  to  take 
away  all  feeds  of  difference  >  and  feparatioa. 


and  of  putting  what  was  part  into  Oblivion,  by 
fheuns  whereol  the  hearts  of  the  Nation  unhap- 
pily divided,  might  cheajfully  and  affe&ionately 
meet  in  mutual  Intereft-,  on  which  might  follow 
Peace,  Settlement,  and  Reformation,  and con- 
fequently  the  Taxes  ,  and  Burdens  which  have 
been  long  continued,  might  be  fafely  takeo  from 
off  the  People. 

Upon  theie  grounds  alfo  was  it,  that  fo  great 
refped  wras  had  to  this  fort  of  men  in  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  prefent  Government  ,  whereby 
they  were  admitted  after  three  Parliaments  to 
be  elefted  to  fit  in  the  Supream  Councils  of  the 

Nation.        rS^^tcrfuk^vi vi- 
le is  true  indeed,  fome  oppofitioa  was  made 
to  that  lenity  which  was  ufed  towards  this  Party, 
and  more  efpecially  to  the  Ad  of  Oblivion,  ma- 
ny being  of  this  perfwaflon ,  That  it  would  not 
work  thofe  good  effects 'as  were  deligned  and 
wiihed,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  all  this  indul- 
gence would  be  abufed,  and  opportunities  given 
thereby  of  raifing  new  troubles ,  to  the  endan- 
gering of  theCaufe  We  had  To  long  contended 
for-  wherein  yet  the  Parliament  it  (elf  were  of  a 
different  Judgement  from  them ,  conceiving  it 
impoflible  that  there  Ihould  be  any  fort  of  men 
lb  devoid  of  Ingenuity  and  Candor,  orforefol- 
red  in  their  way,  that  neither  the  difpenfaticn* 
xjjrGod,  iiofkincnefs  of  men,  cpjold  work  up- 
on them  -.  However,  it  was  thought,  That  in  cafe 
ffiet  were  trtfftaken ,'aricl' that  it  fhcrcldVoT^QPt 
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ia  fad,  and  upon  experience,  that  thofe  who  were 
by  the  mighty,  anaout-ft;echt  hand  of  the  Lord 
brought  into  a  condition  to  ask  favour ,  to  folicifc 
for  the  blotting  out  the  remembrance  of  paft  a- 
dions ,  land  to  be*eftored  to  the  common  privt; 
ledges  of  the  Nation,  which  they  hid  juftly  for- 
feited, lhouM  yetdefpife,  and  reje<fi it'when  it' 
was  offered,  &  retain  their  enmity  after  that  they 
had  been  forced  from  their  Arms,  It  would  then 
have  this  effed  at  leaft,  the  leaving  of  fuch  with- 
out 'excufe,  in  whatsoever  ways  of:  feverity  the 
State  (hould  be  necefliuted  to  proceed  with  thena 
in,  for  providing  for,  and  fecuring  the  Peace  of 
the  Nation,  when  ways  of  tenderncfs  were  by 
them  rendred  ineffectual  to  thofe  ends^  And  We 
do  ackftowl£dg,iinlefs  the  carriage  towards  them 
had  been  fuch  as  is  before  espreft,  We  could  not 
with  Comfort  and  Satisfaction  to  Our  felves, 
have  nfed  theCourfe  We  now  lee  We  are  obli- 
ged totakcagainft  theperfons  andeftates  of  that 
party,  for  fecuring  the  lives,  liberties,  peace, 
and  comiort  of  all  the  well-affected  people  of 
thefe  three  Nations. 

But  it  having  pleafed  God  in  his  providence 
fo  to  order  things,  that  there  was  not  onely  for- 
bearance, and  moderation  ufed  towards  them, 
and  hopes  given  that  they  might  enjoy  their 
freedome,  and  have  equal  protcJt.on  in  their  per- 
fons  and  Eftates  with  the  reft  of  the  Nation,  but 
they  might  claim  it  as  their  right,  and  as  due  un- 
*o  them  by  the  Lawesand  ConfUcutions  of  the 

'-Land; 
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'  Lnn i,  as  well  as  winy  perfon  wlntfoever  who  had 
been  of  this  fide  Tlierecan  be  ao  other  Con- 
ffruaiwo^d^oj  the  Actings  of  tlut  Party  t  to 
the  difturbance  of  the  publtque  Peace,  and  to  the 
fubveilion  of  the  Government,  but  that  they  are 
implacable  in  their  malice,  and  revenge,  and  ne- 
ver to  be  drawn  from  their  adhering  to  that  cur- 
fed  intereft,  which  hath  been  the  occafioo  of  the 
(hedding  of  fo  much  innocent  blood,  and  almoft 
of  the  ruin,  and  deftru&ion  of  thefe  Lands.  And 
therefore  We  do  not  now  only  find  Our  felf  Sa- 
tisfied, but  obliged  in  duty,  both  towards  God, 
and  this  Nation,  to  proceed  upon  other  grounds 
than  formerly,  with  thole  who  ftiall  deferve  this 
Character  5  and  the  Articles  of  War,  Atl  of 
Oblivion,  and  other  favours  tendered,  yea  gran- 
ted to  thefe  men,  arefo  far  from  lying  in  Our 
way,  or  begetting  fcruples  in  Our  mind,  con- 
cerning the  fame ,  That  Our  hands  are  ftrength- 
ned  from  thence  to  this  work,  and  many  doubts 
removed  thereby,  which  otherwife  would  have 
ftuckwithUs,  as  We  have  before  expreft. 

It  willnotbedenyed,  That  as  well  the  Arti- 
cles of  War,  as  the  favour,  and  grace  granted  by 
the  A&  of  Oblivion,  contained  in  them  a  Reci- 
procation. As  there  did  a  real  benefit  and  advan- 
tage accrue  to  the  Grantees,fo  certainly  was  there 
a  good  intended,  and  defigned  by  them  to  the 
State^  if  the  State  do  not  attain  their  end ,  nei- 
ther ought  the  other  to  accompliih  theirs.  In  (uc\ 
hfts  as  thefe  are,  either  both  are  bound,  or  bo:' 
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are  at  Liberty,  and  in  the  fame  condition,  as  if 
no  fuch  things  had  been  done  or  a&ed  certainly 
none  have  figned  to  Articles  of  War  ,  that  are 
not  conditional,  or  when  thofe  who  received 
thofe Articles refolved to  break  the  conditions, 
they  had  not  then  the  confent  of  thofe  who  gave 
them$  Who  did  ever  allow  fuch  Articles  to  Ene- 
mies, as  might  affift  them  to  execute  their  malice, 
and  revenge  i  If  no  breach  of  faith  can  make  a 
forfeiture  of  Articles,  the  condition  of  thofe  who 
receive  them ,  is  better  than  of  him  that  gives 
them,  becaufe  he  fubmits  himfelf  to  furprize , 
after  he  hath  endured  the  hazard  and  expence  of 
open  War. 

And  as  for  the  Ad  of  Oblivion,  That  muft 
needs  be  meant  as  an  Obligation  upon  the  Ene- 
my, and  as  a  proper  means  to  take  away  the  En,- 
mity  contracted  by  the  War,  intending  by  mer- 
cy to  reform  thofe  who  had  oppofed  themfelves 
to  the  publique  welfare^  and  this  need  not  be  ex- 
preffed.  It  doth  imply  fuch  a  condition  in  the 
•nature  of  it    all  pardons  are  granted  with  clau- 
fes  of  good  behaviour,  either  explicite  or  impli- 
ed v  becaufe  elfe  who  ever  grants  them,lets  loofe 
a  Delinquent  to  a  future  offence ,  and  he  that  an- 
fwers  not  the  end  and  coniideration  of  the  par- 
don, cannot  in  reafon  be  faid  ever  to-  accept  it. 
The  Parliament  by  that  A£t,  intended  not  onely 
;n  Oblivion  ot  the  offences  of  the  aforefaid  Par- 
ty, whereby  they  had  rendrtd  themfelves  obno* 
.  xious.;  but  that  this  kindrteffe  fhould  be  anfwer- 


>d  with  obedience  on  their  part ,  and  produce  a 
real  change  in  their  principle,  and  intereft,  as  to 
the  common  eaufe  this  great  Conteft  haa  been  a- 
bout,  for  otherwife  this  Aft  cannot  be  confide- 
red  as  obligatory  to  thofe  who  gave  it :  And  in 
this  cafe  Forbearance  from  outward  aftion  will 
not  avail,  nor  intitle  to  the  benefit  of  the  pardon, 
if  yet  there  be  malice  and  revenge  in  the  heart, 
and  fuch  a  leaning  and  adhering  to  the  old  inte- 
reft,  that  nothing  is  wanting  for  the  difcovery 
thereof,  but  a  fitting  opportunity-,  for  as  fuch 
men  cannot  in  Juftice  and  Ingenuity,  claim  the 
benefit  of  an  Ad:  of  Favour  from  that  Supream 
Magiftrate,  to  whom  they  know  themfelves  to 
be  Enemies,  fo  neither  is  that  Magiftrate  bound 
in  Juftice  before  God  or  Men  to  give  it  to  them, 
if  ne  hath  reafon  to  believe  from  the  courfe  of 
their  Conventions  that  they  are  fuch,  and  that 
their  Intentions  towards  the  Government,  under 
which  they  live,  are  the  fame  as  when  they  were 
in  open  Arms  againft  it,  and  is  at  Liberty  to  car- 
ry himfelf  towards  them,  as  if  no  fuch  Ail  had 
been$  Nay,  He  may  proceed  againft  them  with 
greater  Severity,  in  as  much  as  he  hath  ufed  the 
laft  means  to  reclaim  them  without  fruit ,  and 
knowes  by  experience,  That;  nothing  .butuhe 
Sword'  will  reftrain  them  from  block),  and  vio- 

.-"•fefifiwr*- '  JBohr^  slid        -r,    ry.^  VSfl: 
Then  if  this  be  the  Cafe  between  Us  and  the 
late  Kings  Rarty,;to  wit,  That  they  have  noto- 
rioully  manifelkd  it  to  theconfeien^es  of  all  men 

that 
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:  that  they  do  not  onely  retain  their  old  principles'^ 
and  fti^'adhere  to  their  former  intereft  in  aired: 
oppofition  to  the  Government  efhbliihcd,  but 
have  been  all  along  hatching  new  di-fturbances , 
and  endeavouring  as  well  by  fecret  and  bloody 
Aflaffinations,  as  by  open  force,to  introdueethe 
one,  and  overthrow  and  fubvert  the  other-,  —ft 
Vvillnotbe  thought  ftrange  upon  ;.r\y  Account 
wh;.tlbever,  that  We  did  lately  fecure  fo  many 
of  the  men  of  that  Intereft,  although  they  were 
not  vifibly  in  Arms  upon  the  late  Infurredtion  5 
nor  that  We  have  laid  a  burden  upon  ibme  of 
their  Eftates,  beyond  what  is  impofed  upon  the 
reft  of  the  Nation ,   towards  the  defraying  of 
that  Charge  which  they  are- the  occcfion  of, 
with  .fonie  other  things  which  We  have  found 
neceflary  in  this  time  of  Danger  to  direft  con- 
cerning them,  for  die  Peace,  and  Safety  of  the 
whole. 

Now  to  evince  this-,  though  the  Walks  of 
Confpirators,  who  are  a  fly  and  fecret  Generati- 
on of  men,  are  ever  in  the  Dark ,  and  the  mea- 
fure  of  all  their  Feet  cannot  be  exadtly  taken  and 
compared,  yet  many  of  their  Steps,  having  been 
difcovered  through  the  goodneft  of  the  all-fee- 
ing God,  We  (hall  fct  down  fuch  part  thereof  as 
may  be  of  ufe  to  make  publique. 

We  fhall  not  particularly  mention  fome  under- 
hand^ and  very  fecret  Contrivances  which  they 
3  and  mace  fome  Trial  of  >  whereby  they 
would  have  infcnfibly  wound  thcmfelves  into 

that 


th.it  pr^wcr,  v/hl;L  ihcy  wcte'not  able  to- do  by 
open  force  But  thn  way  not  taking  ,  they  then 
betook  them  c  v:s  toCounleU  of  railing. a  new 
Warre,  mi  defining  a  gcivj.ul IJaftiweftiow 
throughout  the  Nation. 

And  to  ripen  thofe  Resolutions,  fome  ierfons 
were  lent  from  hence  to  Charles  ffr*^>wkn  Let- 
ters of  Credit,  and  a  confiJerable  Sum  of  Mo- 
ney (the  better  to  gain  belief,)  to  give  him  iffow 
ranee,  Th.it  the  realbns  why  the  Nubility  and 
Gentry,  and  bulk  of  the  Kingdoms  of  EngLind^ 
vvh  ch  ( they  laid )  were  Epifcop.il ,  and  ot  his 
former  party,  did-  not  rife  with  him  upon  his  late 
marchfrom  £r#/W>  was,becaufe  he  was  belie- 
ved to  have  gone  upon  grounds  ditagreeable 
both  to  their  affe&ions  and  Interefts,  and  alio  to 
the  good  of  the  Nation,  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  antieht  Conftitutions  both  of  Church  and 
State,  but  that  if  he  would  return  to  his  former 
principles,  to  wit,  To  caft  himfelf  totally  upon 
his  Old  Pai  ty,they  would  venture  both  their  lives 
and  fortunes  for  hi  s  Recovery. 

This  being  received  with  great  acceptance , 
and  thedefign  refolved  upon,  the  management; 
thereof  was  to  be  as  followed!. 

A  Council  was  cho!en  of  a  felefk  number, 
called  by  the  name  of  a-  Sealed  Knot ,  who  were 
for  the  moft  part  to  refide  in,  and  about  London , 
and  to  keep  and  maintain  Correfpondencies  with 
thofe  of  their  Party  beyond  Sea,  and  within  the 
Several  parts  cf  the  Nation,  and  communicate 
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the  mutual  Advices,  Counsels,  Orders  and  Re- 
foiutions  of  each  other,  which  were  neceflary  tor 
fuch  an  undertaking, :  And  there  were  three  things 
which  were  chiefly  uetigned  by  them  in  this  bu- 
finefs  :  "    .  JtcAyM  ith  stfori^upj*: 

U  To  prepare  and  engage  every  individuall 
man  of  their  own  pasty,  who  hid  either  been  in 
the  former  Wars,  or  hd d  been  a  friend  thereto,  or 
was  likely:  by  realonoj:  his  aiUai^ce,  breeding,  or 
difcontents,to  engage  therm-, who  being  engaged 
vtere  to  bring  all  their  Tenants,  and  -thole  who 
depended  upoa  them,  and alio  to  lay  Defigns  tor 
the  poffeffing  of  Garrifons  and  Strong  holds. 

2 .  To  raile  a  confiderable  Bank  ot  Money  to 
be  employed  for  buying  ot  Arms,def raying  qther 
expences  incident  to  the  management  ot  fuch  a 
bulinefs,and  for  the  maintenance  ot  Forces,as  oc- 
cafion  lhould  be:&  tor  this  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  was ' propounded  for  England  alone ,  be- 
i]des  what  was  to  be  had  in  WnUt  \  tor  the  raifing 
whereof,  privy  Seals  were  to  be  fent  to  feveral 
perfons  in  England. 

3 .  During  the  carrying  on  of  this  affair,  churls 
Stum  was  to  be  maintained  and  therefore  a  con- 
riant  Contributiorvof  money  was  to  be  endea- 
voured from  fuch  of  his  Fiiends  as  were  able-,  and 
this  fatter  was  fo  well  profecuted  by  thofe  Agents 
which  were  imployed  therein,  dut  he  hath  had 
many  thoufand  pounds  a  ygar  paid  him  irona 
hence  for  thefe  three  years  jv.it.  The  two  other 
thuigs  were  tq  be  carry  eel  on  ?  and'  managed,  by 
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the  faid  fealed  Knot ,  and  fuch  Agents  as  went 
between  him  and  his  Friends  here. 

But  as  previous  hereunto,  and  to  make  their 
work  the  more  ealie,  and  uninterrupted,  and  the 
Defign  they  had  thus  engaged  in,  the  more  fure 
in  the  execution  (which  they  could  not  in  rca- 
fon  but  apprehend  to  have  many  difficulties  in  it, 
whileft  the  Nation  was  in  perfect  peace ,  and  fo 
much  inclined  to  fettlement,  and  reft  ,  as  being 
weary  of  the  former  Commotions ,  that  whofo- 
ever  ihould  begin  new  troubles  upon  any  preten- 
ces whatfoever,  would  be  lookt  upon  as  a  Com- 
mon Enemy,  and  might  poflibly  finde  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Nation  fo  far  from  joining  with 
them,  that;  they  might  declare  the  contrary  wayv, 
As  alio  whileft  the  Army  was  in  an  united  po- 
fture,  and  under  its  ancient  Conduit,  it  would  > 
be  difficult  for  them  to  rife,  without  being  fiip- 
preft,  before  they  fhould  be  able  to-  imbody  in  a- . 
ny  fuch  confiderable  number  as  might  give  coun- 
tenance ,  and  prote&ion  to  fuch  as  fhould  join 
themfelves  with  them)  They  concluded  fome 
things  to  be.effe&ed,  as  preceding  to,  or  at  leaft 
contemporary  with,  the  general  Infurreftion. 

One  was  the  aflaifination  of  particular  per- 
ions,  thereby  to  beget  great  Confufions ,  and 
Contefls,  and  give  opportunity  for  all  the  Kings 
party  to  rife.  There  was  one  Fitz,  ^ames  went 
from,  hence  to  the  late  Kings  eldeft  fon,  upon 
this  account,  then  at  Paris^  and  had  a  tumme  of 
money.,  given  him  to  promote  that  attempt-,  but  t 
V*v."  -    *  C  he 
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he  and  $ohn  Ger  trd  afterwards  joined  in  that  cfe- 
fign;  the  pai  iicuiars  whereor  have  been  hereto- 
fore  publiihed^  whereto  We'  fhall  onely  adde 
what  is  lince  more  fully  come  to  Our  knowledge, 
( to  make  it  manlfeft  that  it  was  not  the  heady, 
and  raft  resolution  of  Gerard  himfelt,  but  that 
it  was  a  part  of  the  Defign  laid  by  the  pretended 
King,  and  of  thofe  who  have  the  Conduit  of 
his  Affairs)  That  he  him  felt  fpake  to  both  Fttz 
tfames,  and  Gerard  concerning  it,  and  did  not 
onely  approve  thereof,  but  declared  that  he  loo- 
ked upon  it  as  a  mod  neceffary,  if  not  the  onely 
means  tofet  all  his  other  Defigns  on  motion-  It's 
true ,  he  refufed  to  fpeak  with  Major  Hen- 
fbarv^  who  went  to  Paris  about  the  fame  time, 
er  a  little  before,  concerning  the  defign ,  and 
conferred  with  Prince  Rupert  concerning-  it , 
by  means  of  one  Chock!)  a  French-mzn  5  the 
Prince  communicated  it  to  charls  Smart,  who 
approved  of  the  undertaking,  and  refolved  to 
fpeak  with  him  therein,  but  advertifement  co- 
ming from  England ,  in  the  mean  time  that 
Henjh&w  was  fent  from  hence  and  employed  to 
Farts  to  abufe  them  there,  he  refufed  afterwards 
to  fee  him  ,  but  relyed  on  Gerard  a  and  Fnz 
$ameS)  to  whom  he  gaveprecife  dire&ions,that 
they  (hoald  not  make  their  attempt  till  all  his 
friends  were  ready  in  England t  There  was  alfo 
one  Bofivel,  and  alfo  one  Pierce  ,  and  feveral  ei- 
ther perfons  imployed  at  other  times  for  thofe 
Affaf&n2tk>ns ,  and  had  hid  the  place-,  and  ma- 

ner 
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ner  of  execution  ,  and  the  means  whereby  t<i 
attempt  it-,  all  the  particulars  whereof  would  be 
too  large  to  fet  down,  as  it  would  the  feveral 
gracious  Providences  of  God  in  thedifappoint- 
ing  of  them. 

Another  part  of  their  defign  was,  to  work 
upon  the  feverall  difcontented  humours  which 
they  obfei  ved  to  be  ftirring  in  the  Nation,  im  • 
ploying  fitting  Inftruments,  who  might  from 
a  true  obfei vation  of  their  fpirits,  and  principles, 
fall  in  with  all  manner  of  difcontented  parties, 
and  by  proper  mediums  heighten,  and  blow  up 
their  iilcontents ,  and  provoke  them  to  a  Rup- 
ture, laying  this  for  their  Maxim  ,  Divide  & 
impera  ^  the  more  parties  they  could  make,  the 
greater  conf  ufions  they  could  bring  forth ,  the 
eafier  would  their  work  be  .•  And  therefore 
fome  they  fet  up,  who  might  abufe  one  fore  of 
men,  and  draw  them  into  difcontents  upon  pre- 
tences of  Libertie  ,  and  the  rights  of  the  tree- 
born  People  of  England^  which  they  fuppofed 
were  infringed  by  keeping  up  an  Army  ,  and 
by  inforcing  Taxes  from  them,  and  by  not  cal- 
ling a  free  and  equal  Reprefentative ,  chofenby 
all  the  People  j  and  upon  this  fubjeft,  there  was 
fcarce  a  day  but  fome  Pamphlet  or  other  came 
forth  in  Print,  called  Declarations,  penned,  prin- 
ted ,  and  published  by  the  Kings  party ,  fome 
w  hereof  are  pow  in  prifon,  who  appeared  not  in 
it  themfelve;,  but  imployed  other  Inftruments. 
And  they  found  John  WildmAn,  and  fome  others 

C  x  of 
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of  the  like  principles,  moft  fitting  Inftruments 
for  managing  that  part,  of  crying  for  Liberty,as 
thofe  who  might  do  it  (as  they  imagined)  with- 
out the  leaft  fufpition  of  being  thought  to  cor- 
refpond  therein  with  the  old  Enemy ,  or  of  ha- 
ving intentions  to  promote  his  Caufe  and  Inte- 
reft.  And  therefore  thefe  were  to  carry  on  a  de- 
ftgn,  which  fliould  in  outward  appearance  be  dif- 
ferent from  the  other,  (although  in  truth  it  came 
from  the  fame  root,  and  was  dtf  e&ed  to  the  fame 
end  )  and  to  this  purpofe  they  had  continual 
meetings  with  fuch  as  they  judged  to  be  like 
themfelves3and  of  the  fame  mind  with  them-,  And 
though  they  themfelves  had  turned  their  backs 
upon  that  profeflion  of  Chrift  and  the  Gofpel , 
which  they  had  once  made,  and  were  become 
loofe  in  their  converfation ,  and  Atheiftical  in 
their  principles-,  yet  they  found  means,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  ha^ang  been  engaged  on  this  part,  to 
infinuate  into,  communicate  w  ich,  and  deeply  in- 
fluence fome  particular  perfons,  otherwife(as  We 
hope)  well  minded,  in  defign  againft  the  Govern- 
ment, partly  upon  pretences  of  Liberty  ,  and 
partly  upon  fuppofition  of  having  a  more  pure 
adminiftration  of  things  Upon  which  fubjed 
Mkewife  many  Papers  were  printed  and  difperfed 
at  the  fame  time,  and  many  others  were  in  pre- 
paration. 

And  Wildman  had  brought  his  part  to  fuch 
mattirity,that  he  wanted  very  little,  but  the  open 
declaring  himfeif  in  Arms,  having  in  effeft  nnP 

fhed 
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flied  the  Declaration  which  was  to  be  publilhed 
upon  that  occafion,  as  appears  by  the  Declaratiou 
it  lelfVbut  it  pleafed  God  to  prevent  it  by  his  fud  - 
den  and  unexpected  apprehenfion,  with  his  De- 
claration before  him,  juft  as  he  was  dilating  to 
his  Servant  the  conclusion  thereof  -7  and  the  time 
that  he  (hould  have  declared  himfelf,  did  £ully  an- 
fwer  the  rifing  defigned  by  the  Royal  Party, 
which  fell  out  but  a  tew  daies  after. 

Another  thing  which  the  Enemy  had  laid  as 
neceflary  at  leaft  to  keep  Company  with  their  in- 
tended Infurredtion,  was,  that  part  of  theArmy  in 
Scotland  fhould  have  mutined,  furprized  their 
Generals,  thrown  off  their  Officers,  and  march- 
ed up  to  London  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Overton  (who  was  defigned  for  that  pur- 
pofe)  leaving  the  reft  of  the  Army  there,  already 
under  great  diTcouragement,by  reafon  of  then- 
late  hard  fervice,  and  for  want  of  pay,  to  be  de- 
voured by  the  Scots ,  and  alio  Forts  and  Garrifons 
lately  erected  at  the  vaft  charge  of  this  Common- 
wealtb,to  be  pofleft  by  them,  there  befng  no  pof~ 
fibility  lefcof  fending  them  timely  and  feafona- 
ble  fupplies,  in  fuch  times  of  trouble  as  muft  ne- 
ce(farily  enfue  fuch  a&ings  And  thofe  who  were 
made  ufe  of5  to  bring  this  to  paft,  were  the  Le 
vellers,  and  alio  fome  others,  who  did  not  ( as  we 
hope)  intend  to  ferve  the  intereft  of  char  Is  Stu- 
art. But- it  is  clear,  that  they  were  influenced  and 
driven  on  by  them,  being  made  to  believe  by 
theEmiflaries  of  the  pretended  King  (Wolves  in 
Sheeps  clothing)  that  :h :  t  pai t -of  the  Army  de- 
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figned  for  the  Revolt,  would  under  the  Conduct 
atorefaid,  do  much  for  the  carrying  on  their  bu- 
finefs,  notforefeeing,  that  the  Army  being  thus 
divided  and  engaged  againft  it  felf,  It  may  be> 
even  to  blood,  would  become  a  prey  to  the  Ene- 
my and  yield  up  this  glorious  caufe,  and  the  good 
people  of  this  Land3into  their  hands.  Thefe  were 
lome  of  thofe  Methods  which  Our  Enemies  made 
ufe  of  to  prepare  their  way  to  their  grand  Defign^ 
others  they  had  of  letter  moment,  which  We  (hall 
notfpend  Ourtimeinrehearfing  ^  nor  (hall  We 
in  exprefs  terms  lay  to  their  charge  the  fwarming 
of  thofe  Jefuits  which  are  now  croaking  amongft 
Upturning  themlelves  into  all  Forms  and  (hapes, 
to  deceive,  and  feduce  men  from  the  truth,accor  - 
ding  as  they  find  the  bents,  inclinations  and  prin- 
ciples of  men  to  be. 

It js  not  onely  commonly  obferved,  but  there 
remains  with  Us  fomewhat  in  proof,  that  Jefuits 
have  been  found  amongft  fome  difcontented 
Parties  of  this  Nation,who  are  obferved  to  quar- 
rel, and  fall  out  with  every  form  of  adminiftra- 
tion  either  in  the  Church  or  State  whether  ehefe 
EmifTariesof  the  Church  of  Rome  are  come  hi- 
ther by  Counfel  from  churls  Stuart ,  We  will  not 
now  examine  5  This  is  certain,  as  the  continual 
troubles ,  and  unfcttlement  occafioned  by  his 
Party  here,  opens  the  door  for  the  entrance  in  of 
thofe  unclean  Spirits,  So  his  Agents  make  ufe  of 
them  to  advance  one  part  of  his  work,  to  wit,  the 
fomenting,  and  maintaining  of  Parties ,  and  fa- 
ctions amongft  Us, 

And 
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And  that  they  might  the  better  know  what  di- 
rections to  give  ,  and  what  means  they  were  to 
ufe  from  time  to  time  for  influencing  the  afore- 
faid  parties,  and  arriving  at  their  ends,  thefe  fol- 
lowing Ingrudtions  were  given,  amongft  other 
things,  to  fome  of  their  Agents  : 

They  were  to  inform  themfelves, 

1.  What  the  prefect  Strength  of  the  Army  in 
England,  Scotland  <W Ireland  is  i  bywhomcom- 
winded',  who  have  the  chief  Inter  eft  in  them^  and 
horv  they  and  their  officers  are  affecledi 

2.  What  are  the  principal  Garrifons ,  efpecially 
Forts',  horv  manned \  and  of  what  Strength }and  which 
are  the  eafiejl  to  be  gained^  either  by  Force^  or  T reatyt 

3#  What  the  frefent  Strength  is  at  Sea,  and 
how  intended  to  be  fettled  for  the  future  i 

4.  What  the  conflant  Revenues ,  and  constant 
expences  of  the  Common-wealth  axe<  how  much  the 
one  exceeds  the  other  f  and  if  the  expences  be  greater , 
by  what  means  the  Overplus  is  fupplyed< 

5 .  What  ts  the  Condition  of  T radc,  whether  much 
decayed  *  and  what  Confluences  that  may  draw  i 

6.  Whether  the  Protector  be  ah [olute  in  his  pow- 
er, or  forced  to  comply  with  others  t  who  are  his  chie- 
fcfl  Friends  or  Enemies ,  and  who  have  at  frefent 
ths  great eft  power  in  England  <  how  the  people  and 
Army  ft  and  affected  to  the  new  Government  jiand 
person  of  the  Protector*:  41 

7.  What  Parties  and  factions  are  now  on  foot  t 
what  their  ftrength,  principles,  and  inclinations  as 
to  the  prefent  Government ,  or  a  Cortjuntfion  with 
the  Ktngl  and  who  are  their  chief  Leaders1: 

8.  wfm 
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8.  What  be  theprefent  Defigns  of  the  Protector , 
and  the  governing  Party  y  as  to  War  or  Peace  with 
Foreign  Nations  i 

p.  What  is  done  in  England  or  Scotland  towards 
the  reduction  of  the  Kings  party  in  the  High-lands? 

Thefe  Inftru&ions  do  further  (hew  what  that 
Party  was  doing  here  amongft  Us. 

Whileft  th^fe  Engines  were  at  work,  the  Ene- 
my doth  all  they  can  to  ripen  their  defign  of  a 
General  Rifing,  that  all  might  be  ready  at  once 
Agents  to  that  purpofe  are  employed  in  the  feve- 
ral  parts  of  the  Nation,  and  every  ones  particu- 
lar ftaiion  appointed  to  them;  fome  were  for  the 
Weft,  others  for  the  North,  others  for  the  Eaft, 
others  for  Surrey,  Kent^  &c.  and  others  for  WaJes^ 
their  work  was  to  fpeak  with  fuch  perfons  as  were 
likely  to  join  with  them,  and  if  they  accepted,  to 
acquaint  them  with  what  Refolutions  were  taken 
for  the  carrying  on  the  Deiign,&  the  time  for  the 
execution  thereof,with  what  elfe  related  thereto. 

One  chief  part  thereof  was  upon  the  City  of 
London  ,  where  great  endeavours  were  u fed  re- 
engage the  Youth,  Apprentices,  and  common 
fort  of  men,  who  might  be  able  to  raife  comtu- 
ftions  by  firing  the  City  or  otherwife,  thereby 
to  prevent  their  appearing  in  Arms  againft  them. 

Privy  Seals  were  fcnt  unto  feveral  perfons  for 
raifingof  money  for  managing  this  Work,  and 
Treaflffers  appointed  for  the  receiving  the  fame, 
and  feveral  veryconfiderable  Summes  paid  in, 
a  part  whereof  was  discovered,  and  feized  up- 
on. '  :  .  \>  \V  T[ '  \:y  ['tl^Tix 
~\-v.\*.\x*a\\ v.i.  .  -Great 


Great  quanriries  of  Arms,  and  other  provifi- 
ons  of  War,  efpccially  for  Horfemen,  were 
bought  many  whereof  were  fent  into  the  refpe- 
dtive  Counties ,  and  lodged  in  the  hands  of  pcr- 
fons  engaged  in  this  d£gn  •  fome  We  feized  up- 
on in  the  country ,  and  tome  in  their  Magazines  in 
London  ,  Commiflions  were  alfo  fent  in  great 
numbers  from  Charts  Stuart  ,  and  delivered  to 
feveral  of  his  Party  to  raife  Horfe  and  Foot.  Be- 
fides,  they  had  been  folliciting  Forrcign  Princes 
to  give  them  afliftance  of  Men  and  Money 
to  invade  this  Countrcy-,  whom,  although 
they  found  not  very  forward  in  undertaking  any 
fuch  enterprize,until  fome  Sea  Town  of  ftrength 
could  be  put  into  their  hands ,  yet  they  did  pro- 
cure fome  fums  of  Money  from  them  $  and  were 
not  without  good  alTurances  of  further  Aid  both 
of  Men  and  Money,  when  they  could  fecurc 
them  a  place  of  Landing  and  Retreat. 

Things  being' thus  prepared,  and  a  full  ac- 
count thereof  given  to  their  pretended  King,  al- 
though he  was  very  defirous  to  have  come  at- 
tended with  fome  Forrcign  Aids,  yet  feeing  his 
Party  to  be  in  fo  good  a  rcadinefs,he  encouraged 
them  to  proceed  to  the  execution  5  and  promi- 
fed  them  to  be  in  fome  convenient  place  not  far 
diftant,  at  fuch  time  as  they  (hould  let  him  know 
the  particular  Day  agreed  upon  by  them  for  ma- 
king their  attempt ,  to  come  over  hither,  as  he 
fliould  finde  his  opportunity.  The  Letter  he  writ 
to  his  party  upon  this  occafior,is  as  followeth  : 

D  1<m 
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You  will  tafily  believe,  tkat  I  am  very  well 
p leafed  to  hear  how  careful  and felicitous  you 
are  for  my  Concernments  ,  and  of  the  cwrfe  you 
refolve  to  take.  7 he  truth  is,  I  have  been  fo  ten- 
der  of  my  Friends  ,  tha^have  deferred  to  call 
ftp  on  them  t$  appear,  till  I  could finde  my  f elf  able 
to  give  them  good  Encouragement  from  abroad : 
but  fine e  lfnde  that  comes  on  fo  (lowly  ^  twill  no 
longer  refirain  thofe  Affections  which  Imoflde* 
fire  to  be  beholding  to;  and  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve ,  That  if  they  who  wifh  one  and  the  fame 
thing,  knew  each  others  minde ,  the  Work  would 
be  done  without  any  difficulty  •  and  if  there  were 
any  handfom  Appearance  in  any  one  place ,  the 
reft  would  not  fit  (till  •  and  I  am  per f waded  I 
fhould  thtn  finde  Supplies  from  thofe ,  who  are 
yet  afraid  to  offer  them  :  However,  lam  fure  I 
would  my  felfbe  with  thofe  who  firjl  wifhed  for 
me,  and  to  that  purpofe,  I  will  keep  my  (elf  within 
a  reafonable  difiance.  Confult  with  thofe  you 
dare  truft,  and  if  you  are  ready,  agree  upon  a  time, 
and  you  cannot  promife  your  f  elves  any  thing 
that  you  will  be  difappointed in  ,  and  which  is  in 
the  power  of 

1 6.  July,  Your  Affectionate  Friend 

1654.  CH  ARLS  R. 

After  the  receipt  of  this  Letter,  their  A^airs 
grew  apace  unto  a  ripenefs,  and  they  found  their 
Party  faunanimoufly  and  univerfally  refolved, 
and  every  thing  fo  agreeable  to  their  wirties,  that 

(as 
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(as  fevcral  of  the  perfons  acknowledged  after- 
wards upon  their  Examinations)  they  thought  it 
impoffible  for  Us  ,  though  they  fhould  f  ully  ac- 
quaint Us  with  the  whole  Contrivements,  to  pre- 
vent their  Defigns.  And  now,  whereas  fomc  of 
them  were  of  opinion,  that  they  (hould  take  in 
ibmeperfons  who  had  been  for  the  Parliament, 
and  were  difcontented ,  to  make  their  Bufinefs 
the  furer  it  was  denied  by  others  of  them,  upon 
this  Reafon ,  That  feeing  they  had  no  need  of 
them,  as  their  Affairs  now  flood,  it  would  be 
prejudicial  to  his  Majefties  Service,  and  their 
common  Intereft,  to  take  in  Perfons  whom  they 
fhould  afterwards  be  troubled  to  be  rid  of :  by 
which  may  be  feen,the  confidence  they  had  of 
thcSuccefsof  their  undertaking. 

As  for  the  time  of  executing  what  had  been  in 
their  apprehenfion  thus  furcly  laid,  they  varied 
their  Counfcls  in  that  particular ,  according  as 
they  found  the  Opportunities  for  the  fame  to  be 
more  or  lefs advantageous.  They  once  refolved 
to  take  the  occafion  of  Horfe-Races,  which  they 
had  appointed  in  feveral  places  for  that  purpofe, 
whither  they  and  their  Servants  fhould  have 
come  well  Horfed  and  Armed ,  and  fo  have  de- 
clared thcmfclves  but  they  were  prevented 
therein  by  the  Prohibition  of  Horfe-Races. 

Another  time  which  was  by  them  agreed  up- 
on (although  they  were  fomewhat  impatient  of 
fo  long  flay,  was  at  the  fifing  of  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment^) for  obferving  that  a  great  part  of  the 
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Army  was  infifted  upon  in  Parliament  to  be  dif- 
banded,  (a  thing  moft  defired  by  (as  of  moft  ufc 
to)  the  Enemy,  who  concluded,  That  if  the  Ar- 
my was  down  ,  nothing  elie  could  ftand  in  their 
way:)  And  that  We  were  not  likely  in  reafon  to 
confent  thereto,  in  refped  of  the  knowledge  We 
had  of  their  whole  Defign,  feveral  perfons  being 
then  apprehcndcd,as  guilty  of  that  Contrivance, 
and  divers  Armsfeized  on  in  the  hands  of  their 
Fadors,  they  did  hope  by  improving  that,  and 
feveral  other  opportunities  of  difcontcnt,  which 
might  fall  out  during  that  time,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment might  rife  withdif-fatisfa<ftion,by  the  means 
whereof  their  Defign  would  be  much  advanced, 
and  therefore  got  all  things  in  readinefsagainft 
fucha  jun&ure  of  Affairs.  But  it  havingplea- 
fed  God  to  make  fome  further  notable  difcovery 
to  Us  of  this  Confpiracy,  and  of  the  particular 
Perfons  engaged  therein  5  thefeizing  of  fome  of 
them  both  here,  and  in  the  feveral  Countreys, 
together  with  the  bringing  over  Three  thoufand 
Foot,  and  Six  hundred  Horfe  out  of  IriUnd^  did 
prevent  them  at  that  time,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
furc  difheartned  their  Party  ,to  fee  many  of  them 
fecured,  who  were  relied  upon  for  the  Manage- 
ment of  this  Affair. 

But  Churls  Stum  having  ,  according  to  his 
promife,  removed  himfelf  from  Cullen  into  Zet- 
land, onpurpofe  to  attend  this  Rifing,  and  to 
come  hither  in  perfon,  fo  foon  as  hefhouldun- 
derftand,  that  it  took  effeft  according  to  his 
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defires  •  and  the  Lord  Wilmot  ,  Major  Gcrrcral 
Wag/laf^oNeal,  and  feveral  others  of  that  Party, 
being  come  actually  over  hither  to  Conduit  and 
Lead  the  Defign,and  appointed  to  their  feveral 
Ports  in  the  Nation,  they  agreed  to  make  their 
Attempt  upon  the  Twelfth  of  CMarch  1654, 
which  they  did  accordingly. 

Andobferving  that  the  Body  of  thcAjmy, 
efpecially  the  Foot,  lay  about  London  ,  they  de- 
figned  to  rife  firft  in  the  Weft,  Wales  ,the  North, 
and  other  Remote  parts  of  the  Nation,  hoping 
thereby  to  draw  the  Army,  or  a  great  part  of  it, 
from  hence  5  whereupon ,  Kent  ,  Surrey  ,  and 
their  Party  in  London  were  to  rife ,  and  fo  make 
themfelves,  not  onely  Matters  of  the  City,  but 
form  them  into  confiderable  Bodies.  By  the 
perfons  they  had  engaged  ,  they  reckoned  upon 
Eight  thoufand  in  the  North,  and  not  fewer  out 
of  the  Weft  -7  and  the  number  which  fhould  rife 
in  thefe  parts  when  the  Army  fhould  have  left  it, 
to  exceed  both.  The  Garifons  and  ftrong  places 
they  intended  firft  to  furprize  and  feize  upon, 
were  Fort  [mouth  >  Plymouth,  Tork,  Hull,  New- 
caflle,  Tinwouthfihefter  ^Shrewsbury  ^Yarmouth, 
Lyn  and  Bo/lon  5  as  alfo  to  polTefs  themfelves  of 
the  Ifle  of  Ely  :  The  Forces  in  the  Weft  were  to 
have  been  Commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York  • 
thofe  in  the  North,  by  the  Lord  Wtlmot,  whom 
they  call  the  Earl  of  Roche fler. 

What  ijfue  it  f leafed  the  Lord  to  bring  this  great 
and  general  Defign  to^  no  man  U  ignorant  of. 

The 
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The  Infurre&ion  in  the  Weft  was  bold  and 
dangerous  in  it  felf,  and  had  in  all  likelihood  in- 
creafed  to  great  Numbers  of  Horfe  and  Foot  by 
the  conjunction  of  others  of  their  own  Party, 
befides  fuch  Forreign  Forces,  as  >n  cafe  of  their 
fuccefs,and  feizing  upon  fome  place  of  Strength, 
were  to  have  landed  in  thofe  pares,  had  they  not 
beer^prevented  by  the  motion  of  fome  Troops, 
and  diligence  of  the  Officers  in  apprehending 
divers  oir  that  Party  a  few  days  before,  and  alfo 
been  clofely  purfued  by  fome  of  Our  Forces, 
and  in  the  conclufion  fuppreft  by  a  handful  of 
men,  through  the  great  goodnefs  of  God, 

That  of  Yorkshire  ,  which  the  Enemy  moft 
relied  upon,  fell  far  fliort  of  their  expectation,  in 
refpeft  that  Our  Forces  by  their  marching  up 
and  down  in  the  Countrey ,  and  fome  of  them 
providentially,  at  that  time,  removing  their 
Quarters  near  to  the  place  of  Rendezvouz,  gave 
them  no  opportunity  to  aflemble .  and  therefore 
thofe  of  them  which  came  to  the  Rendezvouz 
at  Heffam-mow,  under  the  Condud  of  the  Lord 
Wilmot ,  with  an  Intention  to  furprize  Tork,  and 
fo  formed  themfelves  into  an  Army ,  fcparated 
and  run  away  in  great  Confufioi.  and  Diforder, 
as  did  alfo  thofe  who  were  rendezvouzed  near 
Mtrftth  to  furprize  Ncwcafile  ,  being  by  the 
fame  Providence  difappointed,  by  the  coming  of 
Three  hundred  Foot  from  Berwick ,  ordered 
thither  for  the  fecurity  of  that  piace. 

Thofe  in  North-Wtles  and  Sbropjhire,  part  of 

which 


(?») 

which  were  defigned  to  furprize  and  poffefs 
Shrewsbury  Town  and  Caftie  ^  fome  of  the 
Chief  perfbns  being  difcovered  and  apprehend- 
ed, the  reft  fled. 

At  Rufford- Abbey  in  Nottinghamfbire  was 
another  place  appointed  for  a  Rendezvouz, 
whereabout  Five  hundred  Horfe  met,  and  had 
with  them  in  the  Field  a  Cart-load  of  Horfe- 
Arms,  to.  arm  fuch  as  fhould  come  to  them^ 
butuponafudden,  a  great  Fear  fell  upon  them, 
infomuchthat  they  left  their  Arms  in  the  open 
Field,  and  every  man  fhifted  for  himfelf .  There 
were  other  fmaller  Parties  ,  as  in  the  Town  of 
Cbefler^  who  defigned  the  furprize  of  the  Caftlc 
there,  and  alfo  in  Staffordflrire,  with  divets  other 
places  in  the  Nation-,  but  they  failing  in  their 
expeditions,  were  difcouraged  for  that  time. 

And  tfius,  by  the  goodnefs  of  God,  firft  dif- 
covering  and  bringing  to  light  thefe  hidden 
Works  ofDarknefs,  and  afterwards  inputting 
Fear  into  the  Hearts  of  thefe  men ,  (that  their 
Hands  could  not  execute  what  they  had  contri- 
ved) the  greateft  and  moft  dangerous  Defign, 
not  onely  for  the  involving  Us  in  Blood  and 
Confufion  here  at  Home  ,  but  cxpofing  of  Us 
unto  the  Will  of  Forreigners ,  hath  been  defeat- 
ed and  brought  to  nothing-,  and  this  cruel  and 
bloody  Enemy ,put  under  as  great  and  fignal  Dis- 
appointments, as  any  Age  can  produce  aa  ex- 
ample of-,  it  being  a  thing  they  had  fet  their 
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hearts  upon,  and  was  the  Work  of  almoft  Four 
years  contrivcment. 

And  now  all  men  would  have  expe&cd,  that 
either  through  the  fenfe  of  Gods  Hand  anew  lift- 
ed up  againft  them ,  or  the  other  Difcourage- 
ments  they  have  met  with  in  this  their  grand  Un- 
dertaking they  would  have  been  weary  of  any 
further  Attempts  of  this  kind,  and  have  forfaken 
that  Caufe  and  Intereft ,  which  hath  brought  fo 
many  of  them  to  ruine :  But  fo  little  hath  thefe 
things  wrought  upon  them,  that  fome  of  them, 
w  hen  they  ran  away  from  their  Rendezvouz,  did 
it  with  arefolution  to  take  a  better  opportunity, 
when  the  Government,  in  confidence  of  the  pre- 
fent  fuccefs ,  fliould  be  fecure  and  lefs  aware  of 
them  and  they  are  at  this  very  day  at  work  up- 
on other  Defigns,  both  here  and  in  Scotland^  and 
are  endeavouring  to  procure  Supplies  of  Men 
and  Money  from  Forreign  States,  ro  begin  new- 
Troubles  and  Rebellions  amongft  Us^  fome 
Agents  being  fentfrom  hence  for  thatpurpofe 
.this  laft  Summer. 

We  (hall  not  need  to  make  any  Application 
of  what  hath  been  faid ,  it  is  plain  to  every  one 
that  is  not  blinded  with  prejudice,  That  thefe 
men  are  reftlefs  in  their  Defigns ,  and  are  the 
caufes  of  all  Our  Trouble  and  Unfettlemenr, 
and  will  leave  no  ftone  unturned,  to  render  vain 
and  fruitlefs,  all  that  Blood  which  hath  been 
fpilt  to  reftore  Our  Liberties  ^  and  the  hopes  We 
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have  conceived  of  feeing  this  poor  Nation  fetled 
and  reformed ,  from  that  Spirit  of  Prophancncfs 
which  thefe  men  dG  keep  up,  and  countenance  in 
contempt  of  all  Law  and  Authority  *  And  there- 
fore  We  thus  argued,  That  unlefs  We  would 
give  up  the  Caufe  fo  long  contended  for,  and  the 
Lives,  Liberties  and  Comforts  of  all  the  well- 
afFe&ed  of  thefe  three  Nations  into  their  hands, 
or  leave  them  cxpofed  to  their  continual  At- 
tempts, the  Peace  and  common  Concernments 
of  this  Commonwealth ,  muft  be  othcrwife  fecu- 
rcd  and  provided  for,  then  at  prcfent  they  were 
That  this  was  not  to  be  done  without  raifing  Ad- 
ditional Forces^  That  the  Charge  of  thofe  Forces 
ought  not  to  be  put  upon  the  good  People ,  who 
have  born  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day ,  but 
upon  thofe  who  have  been,  and  are  the  occaiion 
of  all  Our  Danger* 

Upon  thefe  Grounds,  We  have  been  neceflita- 
ted  to  ereft  a  new  and  (landing  Militia,  of  Horfe 
in  all  the  Counties  of  England,  under  fuch  Pay 
as  might  be  without  burthen  to  the  peaceable  and 
well-  affefted ,  and  be  a  fitting  Encouragement  to 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers ,  that  they  might  not  go 
to  War  at  their  ewn  charge  And  therefore  We 
have  thought  fit  to  lay  the  burthen  of  Maintaining 
of  thefe  Forces,  and  fome  other  Publique  Charges 
which  are  occafioned  by  them ,  upon  thofe  who 
have  been  engaged  in  the  late  Wars  againft  the 
State,  having  refpeft  nottvithftanding  thereinto 
fuch  of  them,  as  arc  not  aW«  to  undergo  that 
Charge*  £  ^  It 
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It  may  perhaps  be  cfteemed  great  Severity,  to 
Tax  the  whole  Party,  when  there  hath  been,  in  re- 
,  fpe&  of  the  general  number,  but  few  convi&ed  by 
Tryal,  or  derefted  by  Teftimonies  to  have  been 
in  thofe  Defigns. 

It  is  true,  the  Proofs  and  Teftimonies  do  not  ex- 
tend to  charge  every  individual  man ,  which  will 
fall  under  this  burthen,  with  any  explicite  acfting, 
contriving ,  or  defigning  for  the  Difturbance  of 
the  Peace  if  that  had  been  the  Cafe  ,  their  whole 
Eftates,  by  the  ordinary  Proceedings  of  the  Law, 
had  been  confifcate  :  But  We  do  appeal  to  all  in- 
different men ,  who  will  weigh  and  confider  the 
preceding  Narrative,  and  the  Contexture,  Frame 
and  Circumftances  of  this  Defign,  Whether  the 
Party  were  not  generally  involved  in  this  Bufinefs, 
and  in  reafon;  to  be  charged  with  it. 

It  is  certain,  here  was  the  Caufe  and  Quarrel  of 
the  pretended  King,  once  more  brought  upon  the 
ftagebyhis  Followers,  who  for  that  purpofe  was 
come  into  the  Lew-Coftntreys^  ready  to  embarque 
for  t  ngUndjiyon  the  fi.ft  notice  of  Succefs^vhich 
no  man  will  believe  he  would  have  put  himfelf 
upon  in  the  Eye  and  Face  of  the  World,  if  thofe  • 
wh  o  fhewed  themfelvesin  Arms,  were  to  have.no 
other  Seconds  then  what  appeared  j  nor  Will  it  be 
imagined,  that  thofe  of  his  Party  who  came  over 
hither  upon  that  Errand,  as  the  Lord  Witmot  and 
Wagftafti  and  others,  would  have  run  fo  great  ha- 
zard upon  fo  weak  Grounds  :  Or  that  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen who  did  actually  rifc3could  fuppdfe  that  the 


Army  then  in  being  would  be  foeafily  over-run, 
with  much  more  confide rable  Forces  then  were 
vLfiblc  Neither  can  it  be  prefumed,  that  the  per- 
fons  chiefly  relyed  upon  for  the  Condutt  and  Ma- 
nagement of  this  Affair,  and  who  doubtlefs  want 
no  credit  with  that  Party  ,  would  have  cntred  into 
this  Engagement  alone. 

Great  Sums  of  Money  are  collected  ,  and  fent 
over  to.the  pretended  King  ,  and  furnifht  alfo  for 
this  Defign,  which  We  cannot  think  came  out  of 
a  few  hands. 

At  this  time  this  Party  were  omerved  to  be  to- 
gether, to  keep  their  Meetings  apart  from  others, 
to  withdraw  themfelves  in  their  ordinary  conver- 
fation  ,  and  to  carry  it  with  more  then  a  ufual  con- 
fidence againft  the  well  affefted  of  the  Nation,  as 
men  under  great  hopes  of  a  fudden  Change,  which 
many  of  them  did  not  forbear  to  make  their 
boafts  of. 

The  time  when  this  Attempt  was  made,  is  like- 
wife  obfervable  ,  It  was  when  nothing  but  a  well- 
formcd  Power  could  hope  to  put  Us  into  difoc- 
der  Scotland  and  IrcUnd  being  perfectly  redu- 
ced ,  Differences  with  moft  Neighbor  Nations 
compofed,  C  ur  Forces  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ia 
order  and  confiftency  >  The  firft  budding  of  thefe 
Imbroilments  feafonably  detected,  and  many  of 
the  engaged  perfons  apprehended,  notice  given  of 
the  enfu  ng  Danger  to  the  whole  Nation,  Forces 
then  drawn  from  Scotland  and  Ireland^  for  the  dif- 
animation  of  thefe  Contrivances  and  yet  after  all 
this,  the  wakeful  Eye  of  an  Army  3  of  whofe  vir- 
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tue  there  hsdbeen  feme  proof  m  times  paft, 
could  by  no  means  difcourage  them  from  procee- 
ding in  this  Attempt  ,  nor  Truftrate  this  Rifing  in 
t  feveral  parts  of  the  Nation  at  one  and  the  fame 
time:  Thefe  things  alone  are  enough  to  fatisfie, 
that  thcfe  Troubles  were  the  fruit  of  great  deli- 
beration and  confent,  and  that  they  fell  not  out  b  / 
chance,or  as  the  raft  Undertakings  of  fome  few  in- 
confiderable  perfons-,But  We  need  not  fpend  time 
upon  thisfubjeft,  believing  chat  every  one  doth 
readily  concur  with  Us,That  this  Defign  was  gene- 
ral ,  and  levelled  againft  all  thofe ,  who  had  upon 
any  accompt  wbatfocver  adhered  to ,  and  owned 
this  Csufe. 

This  being  then  the  Cafe,  We  have  in  Our  own 
Judgement  fuch  clear  and  convincing  Grounds, 
to  juftifie  Our  Proceedings  with  thofe  men  which 
could  fcarcely  be  expe&ed  in  cafes  of  fecret  Trea- 
fons,  and  Confpiracies  5  a  bate  Corrcfpondency 
wherein,  hath  been  always  accounted  Capital: 
And  if  the  Supream  Magiftrate  were  in  thefe  Ca- 
fes tyedupto  the  ordinary  Rules ,  andhaJnota 
Liberty  1 3  proceed, upon  Illuftrations  of  Reafon, 
againfV  thofe  who  are  continually  fufpc&ed,  there 
would  be  wanting  in  fuch  a  Stare ,  1  he  means  of 
common  Safety-,  Confpiracies  could  never  be  pre* 
v-rntcd,  nor  would  the  Precipitations  of  Our  Ene- 
mies from  ofte  mifchievous  Defign  to  another, 
ever  hurt  them. 

Befides ,  admit  that  fome  of  that  Party  vyere  as 

xent.as  they  would  now  have  it  believed  they 
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were,  enough  hath  been  done  by  their  Fellows  in 
a  common  Caufe  ( which  hardly  any  of  them 
fcnowhow  to  difown,  which  they  love,  and  of 
which  they  glory)  to  draw  the  whole  Party  under 
a  juft  Sufpition,and  theconfequences  thereof:  All 
that  are  pleaceably-minded  in  the  Nation  are  ready 
10  6y,  Thefe  are  the  men  of  whom  we  go  in  dan- 
ger, and  certainly  it  is  both  juft  and  neceflary,  that 
all  thofc  of  whom  the  People  have  reafon  to  be 
afraid  (notenely  as  their  profeft  Enemies,  but  alfo 
numerous)  (hould  pay  for  Securing  the  State  a- 
gainft  that  Danger  which  they  are  the  Authors  of. 

And  former  times  have  held  this  way  of  Pro- 
ceeding juft  and  reafonable,  of  which  We  could 
give  many  pregnant  Inftances,  as  well  in  this  as  in 
other  Nations,  fome  of  which  were  done  in  the 
memory  of  feveral  perfons  now  living :  And  the 
reafon  why  States  may  proceed  in  this  maner,  is, 
becaufe  that  which  is  intended  to  be  Exemplary, 
for  the  terrifying  men  from  fuch  Attempts  for  the 
future ,  will  not  other  ways  be  proportionable  to 
the  danger  of  thepaft  Offence,  andfothepub- 
lique  Power  can  never  be  fecure ,  whofe  Safe  ty  is 
the  Peoples,  but  will  be  always  expofed  to  the 
fame  mifchief  and  hazards. 

U  is  a  trouble  to  Us  to  be  ftill  rubbing  upon  the 
old  Sore,difobligiqg  thofe  whom  We  hoped  time 
snd  patience  might  make  friends  but  v\  e  cm 
with  comfort  appeal  to  God,  and  dare  alfo  to  their 
own  Confcienccs,  whether  this  way  of  proceeding 
wiih  them  a  hath  been  the  matter  of  Our  Choice, 


or  that  which  We  hive  fought  an  occ.fion  for-,  or 
whether  ,  contrary  to  Our  own  inclinations,  and 
theconftam  courfe  of  Our  Carriage  towards  them 
(which  hath  been  to  oblige  them  by  kindnefs  to 
forfake  their  former  Principles ,  which  God  hath 
fo  often,  and  fo  eminently  born  witnefs  againft) 
We  have  not  been  conftraincd  and  neceffitated 
hereunto ,  and  without  the  doing  whereof,  We 
fhould  have  been  wanting  to  Our  Duty  to  God 
and  thefe  Nations. 

That  Chara&er  of  Difference  between  them 
and  the  reft  of  the  People,  which  is  now  put  upoa 
them,  is  occafionedby  themfelyes,  not  by  Us-, 
There  is  nothing  they  have  more  indu  1  rioufly  la- 
bored in,  then  this,  To  keep  themfelves  feparatedf 
and  diftinguifht  from  the  well-affedted  of  this  Na- 
tion :  To  which  end  they  have  kept  their  conver- 
sion apart,  as  if  they  would  avoid  the  very  begn- 
nings  of  Union,  have  bred  and  educated  their 
Children  by  the  fequeftred  and  ejected  Clergy, 
and  very  much  confined  their  Marriages  and  Al- 
liances within  their  own  Party,  as  if  they  meant  to 
entail  their  Quarrel ,  and  prevent  the  means  to  re- 
concile Pofterity^  which,  with  the  great  pains 
they  take  upon  all  occafions  to  leffen  ,  and  fup- 
prefs  the  Efteem  and  Honor  of  the  Englifh  Na- 
tion, in  all  their  Aftions  and  Undertakings  abroad, 
ftriving  withal  to  make  other  Nations  diftinguifh 
their  Intereft  from  it ,  gives  Us  ground  to  judge 
that  they  have  feparated  themfelvcs  from  the  Bo- 
dy of  the  Nation  5  and  therefore  We  leave  it  to  all 
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mankinde  to  judge,  Whether  We  ought  not  to  be 
timely  jealous  of  that  Separation,  and  to  proceed 
fo  agjinft  them,  as  they  may  be  at  thechargeof 
thofe  Remedies  which  are  requ  red  againft  the 
Dangers  they  have  bred. 

But  i.f  there  be  yet  any  perfon  that  hath  been  of 
that  Party,  who  will  be  exempted  from  this  Con- 
federacy ,and  the  inconveniences  depending  there- 
upon, that  can  fay  in  truth,  he  hath  changed  his 
Intereft,  was  wholly  free  from  the  aforefaid  De- 
fign,  and  can  (bew  by  good  works  preceding  the 
late  Infurrcdion,  adifclaimer  of  his  former  courfe 
and  conversation ,  ( the  fureft  Characters  in  this 
cafe,  of  a  perfon  fatisfied  with  the  trouble  of  the 
time  paft,  and  meaning  for  the  future  to  live  qui- 
etly) upon  making  it  appear,  he  (hall  be  dealt  with 
according  to  his  integrity  •  Or  if  any  of  that  Par- 
ty, being  yet  fenfibleof  the  Error  of  their  way, 
rfiall  change  and  forfake  their  former  Intertft,  and 
give  real  Demonftrations  thereof,  We  (hall  much 
more  efteem  of  their  Reformation ,  then  defire 
their  harm  or  prejudice.  In  the  mean  time,  We 
do  aflfure  Our  felves,that  the  good  and  well-afFe&  - 
ed  of  the  Land ,  for  whofefake  We  have  chiefly 
publifhed  thefe  things ,  that  they  may  know  the 
Grounds  on  which  We  do  proceed  towards  their 
Prefervation ,  will  receive  Encouragement  here- 
by,and  enjoy  with  Love  and  Unityaraongft  them- 
felvcs,  the  Fruits  and  EfFe&s  of  that  common  In- 
tereft which  th;y  have  long  purfued ,  and  not  fuf- 
fer  themfelvcs  to  be  diyided  by  any  artifices  what-- 

foever3 
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foever ,  inte  Parties  and  Fa&ions  one  againft  the 
other,  whereof  the  Enemy  hath  made  great  Ad- 
vantages ,  to  keep  Us  from  that  Settlement  and 
Reformation ,  which  every  good  man  longs  for* 
and  the  wanr  whereof  doth  greatly  provoke  the 
Lord  againft  Us. 
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